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ARTICLE 1

» POLICY AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

1.1 This Competition Policy is promulgated by the Saudi
Jiu-Jitsu Federation (SJJF) as the national governing
body for Jiu-Jitsu in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It is
binding on all SJJF-affiliated clubs/academies, athletes,
officials,  volunteers, media

coaches, referees,

representatives, and event partners.

1.2 The Policy codifies enforceable standards for
competition integrity, safety, fairness, and operational
governance in alignment with the Jiu-Jitsu International
Federation (JJIF) and the Jiu-Jitsu Asian Union (JJAU).

1.3 Throughout the entire season, the JJIF/JJAU rules —
including the rulebook, anti-doping rules, and Safe Jiu-
Jitsu Policy Code — will be applied.

1.4 Vision: for Jiu-Jitsu competition in the Kingdom to
be a regional model of organizational excellence,
competitive integrity, and performance development.

1.5 Mission: to deliver an integrated professional
competition system built on digital transformation and
equal opportunity, developing athletes and clubs and
building strong national teams within a safe and
sustainable environment.

1.6 Values: fairness, transparency, professionalism,
safety, digital transformation, continuous improvement,
and sustainability.

ARTICLE 2

+ SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY

2.1 This Policy governs all competitions organized,
recognized, or sanctioned by the SJJF, including National
Championships, Regional and Development Events.

2.2 Compliance with this Policy is a condition of
participation. Non-compliance may result in sanctions
under Article 19.
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2.3 Private clubs and academies registered on the
approved national platform (Nafes) are treated as
government clubs and are included in the overall
championship standings.

2.4 Training centres and entities not registered on the
approved national platform (Nafes) are excluded from
the overall championship standings.

ARTICLE 3

- DEFINITIONS

3.1 For purposes of this Policy: Athlete; Club/Academy;
Coach; Referee; Field of Play (FOP); Smoothcomp (official
registration/brackets platform); Safeguarding Officer;
and Media shall be interpreted consistent with JJIIF/JJAU
terminology.

3.2 The following definitions apply:
« Athlete: any participant registered on the official
platform holding a valid accreditation card.
« Club/Academy: a licensed sporting entity affiliated
to the Federation.
- Event Manager: the person who manages the event
on site and takes operational decisions.
« Event Physician: medical officer approved and
provided by SJJF.

« Protest Committee: the committee responsible for
submitted

competition, assessing the relevant cases, and

reviewing  protests during  the
making decisions in accordance with the approved

regulations and rules.

« Season: the period set out in the Federation’s
approved annual calendar.
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ARTICLE 4

» COMPETITION STRUCTURE (INDIVIDUAL,
TEAM, KIDS FESTIVAL)

4.1 Individual Competition. Athletes compete within
age, weight, and belt divisions per JJIF standards. Results
contribute to individual and club standings.

4.2 Team Competition. Club-versus-club format in U14,
U16, U18, and Adult (male/female). Each team tie
consists of five matches; the majority winner advances.
The bracket will follow a single-elimination format, with
a third-place match. Open belt within age and weight
category.

4.3 Kids Festival. Non-ranking event emphasizing
participation and inclusion; all participants receive
medals; no best-club ranking. The 10% foreign athlete
quota does not apply to the Kids Festival.

4.4 Super Fight. The Super Fight is an event that
showcases the best Jiu-Jitsu talent and rewards the
athletes who have demonstrated the most consistent
and outstanding performance throughout the year. By
carefully selecting competitors based on season
rankings (though not limited to that), we ensure highly
competitive and exciting matches, providing a stronger
opportunity to identify emerging talent. This event not
only highlights individual excellence but also celebrates
the spirit of Jiu-Jitsu, the dedication of all athletes, and

the commitment of the clubs throughout the year.

4.5 The cumulative season ranking established under
Article 23 shall be the basis for selecting Super Fight
competitors, and the selection criteria shall be published
in advance with the annual calendar.

4.6 Minimum threshold to stage an event. No official
event shall be held with fewer than two (2) participating
clubs in the target category. Where the threshold is not
met, the Competitions Committee shall: (a) merge the
event with another category; (b) convert it to an
exhibition event with no ranking points; or (c) postpone
or cancel it by reasoned formal decision.
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ARTICLE 5

» REGISTRATION POLICY (CLUB & ATHLETE)

5.1 Registration Platform. All clubs, athletes, coaches,
and admins must complete and maintain their
registrations, memberships, and event entries exclusively
via Smoothcomp

(https://sajjfederation.smoothcomp.com).

5.2 Club/Academy Affiliation — Required Documents (to
be uploaded on Smoothcomp):
« Nafes (Establishment Letter) of the club/academy.
« Head Coach — Black Belt certificate and proof of
registration with MOS (Ministry of Sport).
« Team Manager — national ID, contact information
and endorsement letter from the club.
» Optional: Assistant Coach — Brown or Purple Belt;
MOS registered; belt certificate uploaded.

5.3 Athletes, Coaches and Admins Membership —
Required Documents and Conditions (via Smoothcomp):

(a) Valid official ID.

(b) Recent personal photo.
(c) Valid MOS licence.

(d) Club/Academy contract.

5.4 Registration window: First window: December—
January. Second window: June—July.

5.5 Completeness and Accuracy. All submissions must
be accurate and complete before deadlines. Incomplete,
pending, or incorrect applications render athletes
ineligible to register or compete until rectified.

5.6 Misrepresentation. Providing false information
(including but not limited to Date of Birth) is grounds for
immediate disqualification from registration and may
trigger penalties under Article 19.

5.7 Cross-Disciplinary Experience. Individuals proven to
be Black Belts in Judo/Traditional Ju-Jitsu or high-level
competitors in freestyle/Greco-Roman wrestling or
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MMA (amateur or professional) are strictly prohibited
from entering any tournament as a White Belt.

5.8 Event
Smoothcomp):

Registration & Considerations (via

(@) Entries close at capacity or at the published
deadline, whichever is earlier.

(b) No post-deadline changes; all requests must be
made before the deadline via events@sijjf.sa.

() Confirm registration before making travel
arrangements.

(d) Athletes alone in a division will be reassigned per
Article 9; if the athlete disagrees, they may request
cancellation — with no liability for the Saudi Jiu-Jitsu
Federation.

(e) If no match remains after combining, no medal or
points will be awarded in the category.

(f) Team placement: athletes from the same team

may be positioned on the same side of the bracket
where it is necessary.

5.9 No club may participate in any event without an
accredited coach holding a valid accreditation card.

5.10 Fraud and Falsification. Where an athlete, coach, or
team manager commits fraud or falsification of age,
weight, belt, or documents: the athlete’s result is voided,
the coach and team manager are excluded from the
event, and all parties are referred under Article 19.

ARTICLE 6

+ ACCREDITATION POLICY (ATHLETE,
COACH, MEDIA)

6.1 Athlete Cards. At the beginning of the season,
registered athletes receive official Accreditation Cards,
mandatory for competition eligibility checks.

6.2 Coach Cards.
Accreditation Cards and must carry them to enter or

Registered coaches receive

remain in the FOP with athletes.
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6.3 Team Manager Cards. Registered admins receive
Accreditation Cards and must carry them to enter the
competition.

6.4 Media Cards. Media must register via the designated
form and be approved by SJJF Media. Media must wear
the official Media Card and identification vest; cards
must be returned post-event; failure to return incurs a
100 SAR fee (charges will to the
club/organization).

be applied

6.5 Replacement. Lost/damaged cards require a formal
request via the Accreditation
(https://forms.gle/tquyflwUTFz6bVoPA); a
reissue fee applies.

ARTICLE 7

» UNIFORM & EQUIPMENT POLICY (WHITE-
ONLY & JJIF PATCH GUIDELINES)

Request Form
100 SAR

7.1 Only white gis are permitted at SJJF events. Jacket
shade;
discolored/yellowed, stained, translucent, or damaged

and pants must be the same white

gis are not permitted.

7.2 Fabric, Fit & Condition. Gis must be woven cotton or
cotton-blend, clean, dry, and in good repair, and meet
JJIF measurement checks. Athletes are advised to bring

two compliant white gis.

7.3 JJIF Patch Guidelines. Patches/logos must:
(a) be soft cotton with stitched borders;
(b) be professionally sewn (no adhesive/iron-on);

(c) not cover inspection zones (collar, cuffs, lapels,

pant hems);

(d) be placed only on approved areas (upper arms,
chest panels, upper back below collar, thigh/shin);

(e) not exceed 10x10 cm on arms/legs or 30x20 cm

on back;

(f) not alter the white appearance with colored
panels;

(g) not contain offensive/political content.
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7.4 Undergarments & Safety. Undergarments are
mandatory. Women shall wear a rash guard under the gi;
men shall wear elastic shorts. Belts must match rank and
be tied securely (ends 20-30 cm). No jewelry or metal
accessories.

Non-compliance  may  result in

disqualification.

7.5 All athletes must bring one red belt and one blue
belt — the belts will not be provided by the organization.

7.6 Female athlete attire. Purpose-made sport headwear
is permitted provided it matches the approved uniform
colour, is securely fastened with no loose ends or metal
pins, and does not obstruct the opponent’'s grip or
present a safety hazard. A covering base layer from neck
to mid-torso is required under the jacket, together with
compliant covering pants.

7.7 If the gi does not comply, no replacement will be
provided and the athlete will be excluded from
competition.

ARTICLE 8

» WEIGH-IN POLICY

8.1 Weigh-in is the first mandatory step upon arrival per
the event schedule. No-show results in automatic
disqualification.

8.2 Identification. Athletes must present a valid SJJF
Accreditation Card and a valid government-issued photo
ID to weigh in and compete.

8.3 Attire. Athletes shall wear a non-transparent T-shirt
and sports shorts extending below the knees, or gi pants
with T-shirt, or full gi. Female athletes may weigh in while
wearing an abaya. Prohibited: singlets, tank tops, jeans,
formal wear, short shorts.

8.4 Timing. Weigh-in may occur a few hours before, or
the day prior, depending on the championship format.
Late arrivals are not tolerated.
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8.5 Weight Compliance. Youth exceeding the registered
category weight may be moved to the next available
division. Adults failing to make weight are disqualified.

8.6 Maximum Weight Categories. Athletes alone in a
capped maximum category may be withdrawn if no safe
merge is possible.

8.7 Weight is measured to one decimal place. An athlete
recording a weight above the category limit, even by a
fraction of a kilogram, has failed the weigh-in.

8.8 Carrying weights, devices, or equipment intended to
raise or lower weight, or any circumvention of weigh-in
procedures, is prohibited; proven cases result in
exclusion from the event and referral under Article 19.

ARTICLE 9

> DIVISION COMBINING POLICY (ADULT &
KIDS)

9.1 Adults. First, maintain the age group and move up to
two weight classes if necessary. If no opponents exist
within two classes, move to a lower age group (e.g.
Master to Adult) within two weight classes. If still
necessary, belt merges Brown+Black;
Blue+Purple. Adult White Belt divisions shall not be

merged automatically; merging occurs only upon athlete

may OocCcur:

request.

9.2 Kids/Youth. Merges may involve weight, belt, or age,
in the order that minimizes safety risks:
- Weight limits: Kids
Teen/Juvenile up to two classes.

1-4 up to one class;

« Belt merges: White and Grey; Yellow—Orange-
Green.

« Age merges: one age level apart when birth years
are adjacent.

« Special cases may be credited with points at SJJF
discretion.
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ARTICLE 10

- BRACKETS (DRAW MANAGEMENT &
PUBLICATION)

10.1 Draws are conducted post weigh-in. Brackets are

generated and published via Smoothcomp for

transparency and consistency.

10.2 Team placement may position athletes from the
same club on the same side of the bracket where
practicable, without guaranteeing separation.

10.3 Withdrawal after the draw without acceptable
cause is recorded as a default loss, and the athlete and
club are referred under Article 19.

10.4 Where an emergency change to the schedule
occurs, participating clubs shall be formally notified and
the reason recorded in an official report.

ARTICLE 11

« COMPETITION SYSTEM POLICY

11.1 One Athlete: athlete is moved up one or two weight
classes.

11.2 Two Athletes: if from the same team, move to next
division where possible; otherwise, run a single-

elimination final.

11.3 Three Athletes: three-player bracket or round-robin
per organizer’s decision.

11.4 Four or More: single elimination; two bronze
medals unless otherwise stated.

11.5 Adjustments due to insufficient participants shall
follow Article 9 to ensure competition opportunities
while safeguarding athletes.
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ARTICLE 12

» INTEGRITY OF THE COMPETITION

12.1  Suspected
teammates) results in disqualification of both athletes.

fight-fixing (including between

12.2 The Central Referee shall halt the match and notify
the Referee Coordinator, who supervises the restart and
may disqualify both athletes if deemed fixed.

12.3 Any conduct undermining public confidence in
competitive integrity is a severe violation subject to
sanctions under Article 19.

ARTICLE 13

« CLUB/ACADEMY RANKINGS

13.1 Best Team is determined, in order, by:
(a) total gold medals.
(b) total silver medals.
(c) total bronze medals.

(d) total match wins.

ARTICLE 14

- PODIUM & AWARD CEREMONY POLICY

14.1 Athletes must wear kimono (gi) to receive medals.
The following are prohibited: shoes; hats; headphones;
club/sponsor T-shirts; team or country flags; or any
advertisement.

14.2 On the best-team podium, athletes must wear
kimono or club uniform. Entry with any other type of
clothing will not be permitted.

14.3 Trophy Nomination. Each club shall nominate a
trophy collector via email to events@sjjf.sa by 1 October
2026. Changes may be accepted, if necessary, with
justification via email in advance.
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14.4 Absence Protocol. If the nominee is absent, the
trophy is awarded to the registered coach; if also absent,
to a black belt athlete. If none are present, the trophy will
be collected later at SJJF HQ.

14.5 Awards at Event End. Trophies: Best Adult Male
Club, Best Adult Female Club, Best Youth Boys Club, Best
Youth Girls Club.

14.6 Optional awards. The Federation may grant
additional awards such as Best Athlete, Best Coach, Best
Referee, etc.

ARTICLE 15

- FOREIGN ATHLETE PARTICIPATION POLICY

15.1 Quota. Up to 10% of a club’s registered athletes per
age category may be foreign (non-Saudi).

15.2 Individual Competitions. Maximum one foreign
athlete per belt division within the 10% rule.

15.3 Team Competitions. Maximum one foreign athlete
per age category per team.

15.4 Examples. For every 10 participants, nine must be
Saudis and one may be non-Saudi; applied per age
category.

15.5 Exception. Kids Festival is exempt from the foreign

athlete quota.

15.6 If an athlete (Saudi or non-Saudi) registers for two
consecutive competitions, or for three non-consecutive
competitions, and does not show up to compete, they
will be banned from participating in the upcoming

competitions of the year.

15.7 Not counted against the foreign quota: athletes
born in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and children of
Saudi mothers — subject to official documentation (birth
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certificate, family record, or approved official document)
uploaded to the platform.

15.8 Residents must hold a valid legal residency permit.
Nationals of GCC states are exempt from the foreign
guota.

ARTICLE 16

- BELT PROMOTION POLICY

16.1 A White Belt athlete who achieves three (3) gold
medals within the season shall be promoted to Blue Belt
and will be ineligible to compete as a White Belt in the
next season.

ARTICLE 17

- CODE OF CONDUCT POLICY

17.1 Prohibited Conduct includes: removing any part of
the uniform in the competition area; offensive language
or gestures towards staff, officials, opponents, or
spectators; dissent; deliberate delay of competition;
jumping barriers; physical aggression; competing at a
false belt level; and intentional damage to event or
venue property.

17.2 Athletes and coaches shall follow venue protocols,
remain in designated areas, keep the belt tied in warm-
up/competition areas, respond promptly to calls, and
respect referee decisions (which are final on the mat).

17.3 The "Attention’ Checklist. Athletes shall:
(a) ensure clean, compliant uniforms;
(b) verify schedules and brackets;
(c) arrive at least 45 minutes before division;
(d) carry photo ID and Accreditation;

(e) follow bracket manager and mat manager
instructions;

(f) vacate competition area after bouts;
(g) respect staff, officials, athletes, and referees;

(h) secure personal belongings.
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17.4 Coaches and Team Managers:

(a) Only the coach may occupy the coach’s chair and
accompany athletes to the FOP; no athlete may sit in
the coach’s chair as a substitute, and any athlete
doing so is excluded from the event.

(b) Dress: formal or sports attire representing the
club only; jeans, shorts, sandals, and non-sport
headwear are prohibited during matches and award
ceremonies.

(c) Where conduct rules are breached inside the
competition area, a first warning is issued with the
coach permitted to continue coaching from their
position; on a second warning they are removed to
the stands for the remainder of the day; continuing
to coach after removal results in exclusion from the
venue and loss of the right to accompany the team
inside the hall.

(d) Approaching the referee and organizers’ table is
prohibited
committee;

except when summoned by the

breach exposes the offender to

permanent removal from the event.

(e) Carrying a phone or any electronic recording
device in the coach’'s chair during a match is
prohibited.

(f) The coach and team manager bear full
responsibility for their athletes’ participation, the
accuracy of their data, their discipline, and their
compliance with full gi attire during award

ceremonies.

ARTICLE 18

» SAFEGUARDING POLICY

18.1 SJJF enforces zero tolerance for harassment, abuse,
bullying, hazing, or neglect. Confidential reporting is
available via email at events@sjjf.sa.

18.2 Reports shall be acted upon immediately to ensure
safety, with investigations consistent with JJIF and 10C
Safe Sport approaches, and referrals to public authorities
where criminal conduct is suspected.
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ARTICLE 19

» DISCIPLINARY POLICY

19.1 Immediate  competition-related  measures,
including match or event disqualification and removal
from the venue, may be applied where necessary for the

proper conduct of the event.

19.2 Technical disqualification or accumulated warnings
shall result in loss of the match, with continued
participation permitted where allowed under the
applicable competition rules.

19.3 Any misconduct or violation requiring further
disciplinary action shall be documented and referred to
the Disciplinary Committee in accordance with the
Federation’s approved Disciplinary Regulations.

19.4 Club- or academy-level violations shall also be
referred to the Disciplinary Committee and handled
under the Federation's

approved  Disciplinary

Regulations.

19.5 No separate disciplinary process or sanctions
schedule shall apply under this Competition Policy.

ARTICLE 20

» IMPLEMENTATION, REVIEW AND
AMENDMENTS

20.1 This Policy takes effect on 1 October 2026. It
supersedes prior competition circulars on the same
subject. It shall be reviewed after the 2026/2027 season
or earlier if required to maintain alignment with JJIF/JJAU
standards.

ARTICLE 21

 REGULATORY REFERENCES

21.1 This Policy is founded on: (a) rules and regulations
approved by the Ministry of Sport; (b) the regulations of
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the Saudi Olympic and Paralympic Committee; (c) the
SJJF statutes and internal regulations; (d) the rules and
regulations of JJIF and JJAU.

ARTICLE 22

- REGISTRATION TERM AND TRANSFERS

22.1 Transfers may take place only during the
registration windows set out in clause 5.4.

22.2 An athlete may not represent more than one club
in the same season.

22.3 An athlete is deemed unregistered and free to
transfer where: (a) the club discontinues the sport; (b)
Jiu-Jitsu activity ceases for more than three (3) months
without justification; (c) no accredited coach under valid
contract exists for more than three (3) months.

ARTICLE 23

« CUMULATIVE RANKING AND OVERALL
EXCELLENCE SHIELD

23.1 At the close of each season, the Overall Excellence
Shield is awarded to the top club by points accumulated
across the season’s official events, presented at the
closing championship.

23.2 Overall standing points are awarded to clubs per
event according to their finishing position.

23.3 The Shield is calculated separately for Best Adult
Male Club, Best Adult Female Club, Best Youth Boys
Club, and Best Youth Girls Club, or on a combined basis
as approved by the Executive Board.
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ARTICLE 24

» SEASON CALENDAR

24.1 The Federation issues an approved annual calendar
no less than thirty (30) days before the start of the
season, including: event dates; target categories; venues;
and registration and withdrawal opening and closing
dates.

24.2 The calendar is approved by the Executive
Management and published through official Federation
channels and on the platform.

24.3 The date or venue of an approved event may not
be changed except in an emergency, with reasons
recorded in an official report.

ARTICLE 25

» RESULTS, REPORTING AND
DOCUMENTATION

25.1 Results are entered and recorded on the official
platform immediately after each bout; the platform is the
sole official record of results.

25.2 The Federation issues a participant satisfaction
survey after each event, and its results are included in
the report.

25.3 Report outputs feed the annual review of this
and the
Federation’s approved season performance indicators.

ARTICLE 26

» FILMING, MEDIA AND IMAGE RIGHTS

Policy, the evaluation of host entities,

26.1 Participation by an athlete or club constitutes
implied consent to media appearance. The Federation
may use images and footage for official documentary,
promotional, and media purposes without further
consent or compensation.
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26.2 Filming is strictly prohibited in changing rooms and
medical care areas.

26.3 Captured material may not be used in any way that
demeans participants, breaches publication ethics, or
implies commercial sponsorship not approved by the
Federation.

26.4 The Federation may withdraw media accreditation
immediately upon breach, applying Article 19 where
warranted.

26.5 No party may use the Federation’s logo or the
event's visual identity without written approval from the
Media Department.
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